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Alexander, Carl, Herzog, Stevenson
 

Sarah Stevenson
The Triumph of Gravity, 2018

Wire, thread, acrylic paint
47.25” x 31.5” x 31.5 cm

 Summer at Trépanier
Alexander, Carl, Herzog, Stevenson

Opening:
Wednesday, July 10, 2019

3:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
 
TrépanierBaer is pleased to present an exhibition of recent works by four distinguished Canadian artists: photographers 
Vikky Alexander and Fred Herzog, and sculptors Sarah Stevenson and James Carl. Each artist is allocated a separate 
room in the gallery to optimize the presentation of their work. The resulting installation offers visitors to the gallery the 
opportunity to engage with the artist’s work both individually, and in conversation with each other providing insights into 
the working methods of each artist.

While Alexander walks viewers through the streets of contemporary Istanbul focusing her lens on the vitrines of home 
décor showrooms, Herzog presents the rough and tumble streets of Vancouver populated with pawnshops and corners 
stores of the 1950s and 60s. With conceptually different approaches to the medium Alexander and Herzog present 
resonant images of desire, accumulation, consumerism, disposal and neglect.  Both artists present a rich tableaux of 
urban life from two distinct places and times.
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Like Alexander and Herzog, Sarah Stevenson and James Carl take different approaches to their work exploring and 
exploiting the use of materials to demarcate three-dimensional space. Whether using sturdy or refined wire and thread 
(Stevenson) or recycled venetian blind slats (Carl), the resultant sculptures are beautifully engaging, voluminous, 
transparent, geometric objects. The sculptures, patterned by the use of crossing and weaving of the materials consistent 
with both artists’ working methods, suggest a precise mathematical foundation to their genesis.  These sculptures, while 
suggesting an ample sense of volume, imply a lightness of being and delicacy revealing what might be the very essence 
of sculpture.
 
We look forward to seeing you at the gallery!

Sarah Stevenson
Installation View at TrépanierBaer, 2019

Sarah Stevenson was born in Worthing, England. She grew up in Canada and currently lives and works in Montréal. 
She received a BFA from the University of Victoria in 1984.

For over thirty years, her sculptures have challenged the genre’s weighted and static nature by using wire, thread and 
translucent fabrics. Stevenson’s work has been exhibited at various institutions in Canada, the United States, and South 
America, including the recent exhibition titled Sarah Stevenson: Nothing Hidden (2018) at Esker Foundation, Calgary, 
curated by Naomi Potter. Other exhibitions of note have been held at : Galerie René Blouin, Montréal (2017); Musée 
national des beaux-arts du Québec, Québec City (2010); Leo Kamen Gallery, Toronto (2007); Musée d’art contemporain 
de Montréal (2002); and the Southern Alberta Art Gallery, Lethbridge (1999), to name a few. Her work is included in 
public and private collections, including the Canada Council Art Bank, the Caisse de dépôt du Québec, the Crédit 
Lyonnais Canada, and the Collection Lambert en Avignon.
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James Carl
Installation View at TrépanierBaer Gallery, 2019

James Carl was born in Montréal, Québec in 1960. He earned his MFA from Rutgers University and has degrees from 
McGill, the University of Victoria and the Central Academy of Fine Art in Beijing. Currently, he is an Associate Professor 
of Studio Art at the University of Guelph. Carl lives in Toronto.
 
For nearly thirty years Toronto-based sculptor James Carl has been crafting small and large-scale sculptures from a 
wide variety of materials ranging from cardboard and marble to, most recently, venetian blinds. Woven in the manner 
of baskets, these fantastic works pay homage not only to the work of early modern sculptors like Brancusi and Henry 
Moore but also to the history of craft and the hand made. And James Carl is interested in the representation of common 
objects on paper, keeping the illusion of height, width and depth. The notions of craft and labour have been at the root 
of his studio practice and have set the conceptual framework for his work that ranges from powerful and ironic critiques 
of globalization and consumerism to celebrations of early and mid 20th century modern sculpture.
 
Carl has exhibited widely in Austria, Canada, China, Germany, and the United States. His work is in private and public 
collections in North America and Europe, including the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto, and the National Gallery of 
Canada, to name a few. The Grounds for Sculpture in New Jersey presented two major solo exhibitions of his work titled 
James Carl: oof, and James Carl: woof in 2018.
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Vikky Alexander
Men on Staircase - Istanbul Showroom Series, 2013

Digital images on archival metallic paper
Edition 1/3  - 28” x 40”

 
Vikky Alexander was born in Victoria, British Columbia in 1959, and lives and works in Montréal, Québec. Her work 
explores the relationship between art, architecture, and nature, and in particular the modernist tendency for incorporating 
landscapes into buildings and the notion of domestic utopia. She is interested in how nature is experienced in a consumer 
society, which she investigates in her photographs of artificial environments. Her CV reflects a well-established career 
on both the national and international stages. In 2012, the National Gallery of Canada acquired an entire suite of 
photographs from Alexander’s The Island Series; it was subsequently shown at the National Gallery of Canada’s Biennial 
of Contemporary Canadian Art titled Builders that same year. This series was also shown as an installation at the Eaton 
Centre for the 2012 Nuit Blanche in Toronto.
 
In March of 2018, Vikky Alexander: The Spoils of the Park, the artist’s first solo exhibition in the UK, opened at Canada 
House in London; and in July of 2019, the Vancouver Art Gallery will present the first major a survey of the artist’s work 
titled Vikky Alexander: Extreme Beauty. Alexander’s work is included in many prestigious collections in North America 
including the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; the National Gallery of Canada; the Deste Foundation, Athens, 
Greece; and the Vancouver Art Gallery, to name a few.
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Fred Herzog
Magazine Man, 1959/2006  

Colour photograph, archival pigment print
Edition 5/20 - 12” x 18”

Fred Herzog was born in 1930 in Germany, and came to Vancouver in 1953. He was employed as a medical photographer 
by day, and on evenings and weekends he took his camera to the streets, documenting daily life as he observed it. 
Focusing his camera on storefronts, neon signs, billboards, cafes and crowds of people, he eloquently depicts the 
architecture of the street as a framework for human interaction, presenting a view of the city that is both critical and 
elegiac.  The photographs of Fred Herzog are awash with vibrant color. They are complex, mysterious, exuberant, and 
full of life, 
 
Though Fred Herzog has been making photographs for decades, his images of city life in Vancouver in the 1950’s and 
1960’s have only recently been brought to a larger public. A major retrospective at the Vancouver Art Gallery in 2007 
was a revelation to those who had known his work only through slides, as well as to a generation of art lovers who had 
not heard of him at all.  Since he was never able to satisfactorily make prints from his slides, the recent possibilities of 
digital inkjet printing have enabled him to finally print and exhibit this important body of early color street photography.

In 2014, he was awarded the Audain Prize for Lifetime Achievement. Additionally, his work has been included in several 
international group exhibitions of note, such as Cartier Bresson: A Question of Colour, Somerset House, UK (2013) his 
work, and Eyes Wide Open! 100 Years of Leica exhibition in Haus der Photographie, Hamburg, Germany (2015). Fred 
Herzog’s work is collected worldwide and included in many private and public collections, such as the National Gallery 
of Canada; The Vancouver Art Gallery; Glenbow Museum, Calgary; Pier 24, San Francisco; and the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, to name a few.
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